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The Soviet press on 26 October continued to give 
heavy coverage to Cuba but with Somewhat more emphasis 
than in the previous two days on the necessity for pre- 
venting war and somewhat less on the alleged wave of in- 
dignation sweeping the world. Soviet broadcasts contrast 
the allegedly aggressive, hysterical US attitudes with 
peaceful Soviet moves showing a “sincere desire to ease 
international tension.” 


East European propaganda mecia maintain a heavy 
flow of commert denouncing the US qguurantine action, hut 
emphasis appears to be turning from unrelieved denuncia- 
tion of the United States to praise for the Soviet Union's 
"calm" and “peaceful” response to the US move. There is 
also ar effort to offset any notion that Soviet "calmness” 
may be a Sign of weakness. The Hungarian daily Nepszabad- 
sag asserts, fc. example, that "awareness of tremendous 
Strength is the explanation of the calmness that emanates 
from the Soviet statement." 


Reporting remains fragmentary on popu-ar reaction in 
tbe East European satellites. Reports of panic buying 
have been received from Warsaw and Prague, but apparently 
on 2a lesser scale than occurred last year during the Ber- 
tin crisis. No demonstrations against the U5 have been 
reported for 26 October. There «as a demonstration in 
Bast Germany on 25 October, as well as a mass “hands-off 
Cuba” demonstration in East Beriin en the same day. 


The Yugoslav gcvernment view of the Cuban situatior, 
as expressed in the press and private corversat:cns with 
2 US Embassy officer and others, has Swung considerably 
4n an anti-American direction during the last 48 hours. 


Peiping continues to devote extensive propaganda 
to Cube out restricts itself largely to reportage of world- 
wide protests against US measures anc broadcasts little 
criginal comment. The Chinese previcusly endorsed the 
Soviet goverament statement but indicatec their preference 
for 2a firm bloc pesture on the crisis. 
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I. NCN-BLOC REACTION 


Reaction to yesterdav's follow-up statement bv the 
US has been slow to come up. Before this there wes a 
tendency in some countries tc see an easing cf the urge 
of the sttuation. The non-aligned countries : 
focusing on finding a "face-sevirg devic:" fo 
Asian allies of the United States have expressed varying 
degrees of support, but not all of ther have done so pub- 
licly. Asian neutrels have been reluctant to take a stand. 
The Africans, apprehensive and Laffled, remain unpredict- 
able. Two CENTO nations--Iran and Pakistan--~have teen slow 
te come out with solid pveklic support cf the United States 
action. 


Opinion in Western Europe is divided on whether there 
has been an easing of the crisis. Hopefulness, mixed with 
lingering concern, is expressed in the Italian press. West 
German commentators consider that the immediate tension 
has declinec, and there is an air of relief in West Berlin 


where scare-buying has fallen off. However. tcp govern-~ 
+r 


ment sources in Britain, according to the press, take ex- 
ception to overiy rosy views. 


When Soviet chargé Loginov in Lonion told Foreign Sec- 
retary Home on 25 October that Moscow hoped Britain would 
help avert developments in Cube, Home took an "extremely 
tough" line, repeating several times that nothing covi¢ 
be done until after the removal of the Soviet weapons. A 
Dailv Mail poll shows that 355 of Britons thought the US 
Should be supported, 30% disagreed The deputt leader of 
the Britisn Labor party, George Brown, urges that the US 
under no circumstances consider Gickering with Moscoy on 


Turkish bases. 
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Further support for the US has come from several 
quarters. In Spain, wa emergency cabinet meeting called 
by France expressed its “complete solidarity." Italian 
Foreign Minister Piccioni told Ambassador - Reinhardt on 
26 October that Premier Fanfani had understated the de- 
gree of Italy's support for domestic political reasons. 


The~French Foreign Ministry at all levels coxrtinues 
to show solidarity and support of the US. Officials 
aré aware of the possibility that the US may eventually 
have to use force against the Cuban bases, they have 
voiced no objection. The French press shows an increas- 
ing understanding of the US position. 


Austrian Foreign Minister Kreisky, who appears to 
endorse US views on Cuba but is concerned about Soviet 
"face," is publicly promoting the idea of an East-West 
deal to withdraw Soviet missiles in Cuba in exchange 
for the withdrawal of US wissiles in Turkey and Italy. 
This idea has not been echoed in Italv, however, even by 
organs of the extreme left. 


United Press reports eruption of violent rioting 
and terror bombing in more than half dozen Latin Ameri- 
can capitals. It states that La Paz, Bolivia, was the 
scene of street fighting near the United States Embassy 
involving some 3,000 anti-American labor union members, 
pro-American demonstrators,and police reports five killed 
and twenty-six injured. 


The wire service also reports that Buencs Aires ane 
Ceracas have been hit be demonstrations 

The Venezuelan Defense Ministry has requested riot 
control eqvipmert end ammunition for 412 services 
against tne contingency of an all-out Communist effort. 
Enbassy Caracas considers this reguest to be of the ut- 
most urgeacr 
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The Bolivian Chamber of Deputies passed two anti-wus 
resolutions on October 25. One demanded that Bolivia 
adhere te principles of non-intervention and seli-deternmi- 
nation. The other condemned "répressive”" DS measures 
against Cuba without OAS consultation and reiterated non- 
intervention and self—determination themes. This action 
reinforces“previous indications that the anti-US extreme 
left now dominates the official party. 
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